
Mrs Hartley’s  
Corner 

It has been a very busy Spring half term and 
we are looking forward to entering our final 
Summer term. 

We have a very busy Summer term planned 
so please take a note of  the key dates that 
are listed below. 

Thank you so much to everyone who came to 
watch our Easter performances of ‘Music 
from the Movies,’ the children all performed 
so brilliantly and looked wonderful in their 
costumes. 

Next term, we will be developing our 
planting area.  We would be very grateful for 
any donations of wellington boots that you 
no longer use (adult and child). 

We hope you have a lovely Easter break and 
we will see you all back in school on Tuesday 
17th April. 

Mrs Hartley 

Dates for Diary 

*Half Term begins Friday 30th March until Tuesday 17th April.  Holiday Club and Prep 1              
will be open except on Good Friday and  Easter Monday . Summer uniform is required after 
the half term break - green gingham dresses for the girls (green tights can be worn if the 
weather is still cold), optional grey shorts for the boys. 
*Tuesday 17th April– Miss Brookes starts in Prep 2 
*Thursday 3rd May -  Class photos 
*Friday 11th May - Miss Taylor starts her maternity leave 
*20-22nd June - Prep 7&8 go to PGL 
*Friday 6th July - Summer fair 4-6pm 
*Friday 13th July - Sports day—Prep 1:- arrive a 9.30am ready to start at 10am.  Prep 2-8:- 
arrive at 1.30pm ready to start at 2pm 
*Wednesday 18th and Thursday 19th July— Prep 1 Graduation 2-4pm 
*Friday 20th July - Prep 8 leaver’s assembly 9.15am 
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School Events 
The children all loved the chick experi-
ence and some classes were lucky 
enough to watch some of the chicks 
hatch! Each class voted on the names 
of the chicks and we had some  

Egg-cellent ones! 

A huge well done to all of our Prep 8 
children.  It was another amazing year 
of results for Grammar school passes 
and 100% of our children who sat In-
dependent school exams passed them.  
We are incredibly proud of each and 
every Prep 8 child and the effort they 
have all put into their learning! 

We have our Readathon and reading 
challenge during the Easter holidays, 
so look out for the holiday competi-
tion information coming soon! 



 

Prep 2 

We have been working on more mathematical concepts, 

focusing on weighing and measuring this time. We have 

started to compare lots of objects using the balance 

scales and looking at weighing scales with numbers on. 

We can say which object is heaviest and lightest and ex-

plain why. We have even been guessing which object 

may be the heaviest or lightest too before testing this. 

We have taken our role play outdoors and using our 

knowledge of people who help us and been introduced 

to ‘road safety’. We love the new role play equipment 

that supports our imaginations of real life road situations. 

We continue to work on our sentence structures and we 

are making excellent progress and really thriving with 

whole class teaching too! We are really enjoying checking 

on our sunflowers every day and it is the first thing we do 

when we enter the classroom and lots of times through-

out the day! Our grass is growing very quickly and we 

love feeling it and describing the changes. Miss Taylor is 

very proud of us all! We are very sad to see two of our 

friends leave us the next couple of weeks and we wish 

them all the love and luck in the world at their new 

schools and for their future.  

Prep 1 

Prep 1 have been very busy this month, we have enjoyed 

looking after the eggs and the chicks. It was very exciting 

during our dance lesson when three of the egg hatched! 

We looked after them really well, making sure they were 

cleaned out every day and had plenty of food and water. 

We loved watching them change in the first week from 

their egg to fluffy chicks. By the second week they were 

strong enough for us to hold, we were very gentle with 

them and made sure they sat carefully on our knees. 

We also went to Smithills Open Farm for our school trip. 

We were all extremely well behaved. We enjoyed tractor 

and donkey rides and got to feed some baby lambs. We 

loved the petting corner where we could stroke some of 

the farm animals including owls, alpacas, goats, sheep 

and rabbits. 

We have been learning about the Easter story and we are 

looking forward to celebrating it at home.  



Prep 3 

The children have been having lots of fun learning all 

about ‘Explorers’. The children have put space events in 

chronological order, and labelled a time line. They have 

used the Ipads to research about explorers discovering 

the Moon. The children really enjoyed finding out about 

the explorers that discovered land by sea, and they 

even designed their own island. This tied in really well 

with their current English unit ‘Grandad’s Island’ where 

the children have been re-writing the story. 

Prep 3 enjoyed their trip to Blackpool zoo, they took 

part in an education seminar about life-cycles and got 

the chance to learn about mammals. The weather was 

perfect and the children got to see most of the ani-

mals.  

The children have absolutely loved performing for their 

Easter songs, they have put a lot of effort and enthusi-

asm into performing. Well done Prep 3! 

 

 
Prep 4 

March has been a lot of fun in Prep 4! The chil-

dren very much enjoyed their trip to the zoo 

and had chance to learn about different spe-

cies’ of animals and their habitats. They also 

learned about life cycles and how we protect 

endangered animals. 

Test week flew by and the class worked so 

hard. We had lots of revision lessons and we 

have focused on solving one step and two step 

problems.  

The Easter review gave the children a fantastic 

chance to show off their singing skills. In Music, 

all of the infants have been able to identify mu-

sic from around the world and we have looked 

at the different instruments used to make vari-

ous sounds. Prep 4 would like to wish you a 

very happy Easter!



Prep 5/6 

Viking Coins 

After the researching, designing and creating the base of our coins 

we finally got to put the finishing touches to our replicas. We paint-

ed and trimmed them to create a very authentic look. The children 

were impressed with what can be created with tissue, glue and a 

little imagination. 

Travelling Wallets 

Have a button that has fallen off?  A seam that has dropped? Have 

no fear my class is here. Using running stitch, back stitch and over 

stitch they sewed together their very own wallets. They even 

attached a button to keep the wallet closed. The children designed 

a logo for their own wallets so they could identify it easily when 

travelling, adding as a patch on the back.  

Chilling with Chicks 

We tried to spend a little time each day with the chicks and were 

amazed how quickly they grew. Prep 5 named theirs Chirpy Shell-

gone because after 3 rounds of voting it was still equal numbers 

between the two names so negotiating and compromise came in to 

play. The Prep 6 showed their developing sense of humour and 

chose Nugget (with Korma a close second).  

Prep 7/8 

Looking back through March, Prep 7 & 8 has been very busy.  

Thirsty? 

They have been making ‘mocktails’ using their knowledge of 

ratio and proportion. In small groups they had to test differ-

ent quantities of juices together and come up with a drink 

they liked; all the while keeping track of how many parts of 

each juice had been used. One they had decided the groups 

had to create posters and advertise their drinks using per-

suasive language. The class had great fun making them and 

showed an excellent understanding of ratio and proportion.  

In topic we have been researching the work of Adrian Bren-

nan and using it to inspire our own work. The children have 

taken lots of pictures of their subject from various angles 

and viewpoints as well as using different amounts of zoom. 

They have then edited some of the images, changing the 

amount of saturation, contrast or colour.  Once printed, the 

children will cut and crop their images to create a collage of 

smaller images that will fit together to make a larger image.  



Science  

Prep 2 have planted sunflower seeds. We have started our own sunflower diaries and we are caring for 

them by watering them every day. To make this even more interesting we have experimented with some 

of the elements. We have planted some seeds that are not allowed to be watered, some that are not al-

lowed any light, and some that are not allowed any water or sunlight, we are keeping a watchful eye to see 

if they grow too! 

In Prep 4, Our Science lessons were helped along by the extremely cold weather. The children got to use 

the digital microscopes to study the ice and time how long the icicles took to melt, many thanks to The 

Beast from The East! 

Prep 5 & 6 became archaeologists, putting clues together to uncover the truth. To their great delight the 

clues were hidden in ‘poo’. They investigated the poo and worked out the person’s diet, cooking habits 

and even health level. They enjoyed it so much some even wanted to take a ‘sample’ home. 



Easter Reviews 

Thank you so much to everyone who came to watch our Easter reviews! Here is a little selection of 

the wonderful performances. 

Have a lovely Easter! 


